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MAMMALS 


Introduction: A total of 105 species of mammals are currently known 
from Sri Lanka of which 86 are land mammals and belong to the orders 
Insectivora, Chiroptera, Primates, Pholidota, Lagomorpha, Rodentia, 
Carnivora, Proboscidea and Artiodactyla, while 19 are marine species 
belonging to the orders Cetacea and Sirenia. As would be expected 

the mammal fauna of Sri Lanka is closely related to that of South 
India and most species are identical with, or only subspecifically 
distinct from, their counterparts on the Indian mainland. A comparison 
of the mammals of the two areas shows that the mammal fauna of Sri 
Lanka is less diversified than that of South India, with several 
genera and species present in South India being absent from Sri 

Lanka. Nevertheless, Sri Lanka has 12 species of endemic mammals and 
mast of these have no close relatives outside the island. Many species 
are widely distributed in the island and relatively few (e.g. endemics) 
are restricted to one zone. Since a wide wurtekxyxef range of climate 
and vegetation can be seen in Sri Lanka a considerable degree of 
variation (e.g. colour, size & pelage ) occurs in species which are 
widely distributed in Sri Lanka; this is particularly the case among 
small or medium sized species with limited powers of dispersion. 


The distribution of mammals is influenced by climate and vegetation 
and it is possible to correlate the distribution of mammals in Sri ' 
Lanka with the natural Zones discussed above in the Introduction. In 
general, mammalian faunai diversity closely follows floral diversity 
and both are highest in the lowlands of the Wet Zone (Zone D1). It 
must be remembered, however, that species diversity is inversely 
related to the numerical density of any one form. Considering the 
individual orders the following patterns can be seen: the order 
Insectivora is poorly represented in Zones A, B and C, and reaches 
its maximum diversity in Zone D2. The Chiroptera are little affected 
by seasonal aridity because of their great potential mobility; their 
contribution to faunal diversity is minimal, however, in the Cloud 
Forest region (4one D3). On the other hand, the order Rodentia 
exhibits rather uniform diversity in all vegetational zones, but 
contributes the maximum percentage of species in the Wet Zone 
highlands. The remaining orders are rather uniformly distributed in 
all vegetational zones, reaching the maxima in the lowlands of the 
Wet Zone (Zone D1). 


The mammal fauna of Sri Lanka was much more varied during the 
Pleistocene. Fossil and subfossil remains indicate that Sri Lanka had 
a hippopotamus (Hexaprotodon), two species of Rhinoceros, the lion 
(Panthera 1¢0), the wild dog (Cuon alpinus) and the gaur (Bos gaurus). 





Endemic Mammals: Of the 12 species of mammals endemic to Sri Lanka, 
3 species have close relatives in India (related Indian species 
shown within brackets): Ceylon Fruit-Bat Rousettus seminudus 
(R. leschenaulti), Purple-faced Leaf-Monkey Trachypithecus vetulus 
(Tf. johni), and the Toque Monkey Macaca sinica (M. radiata). The 
other 9 species do not have close relatives in India and are true 
relict species. Many of the endemic mammals are confined to the 
higher elevations of the hills and these species are: Kelaart's Long- 
clawed Shrew (Feroculus feroculus), the Ceylon Long-tailed Shrew 
(Crocidura miya), Pearson's Long-clawed Shrew (Solisorex pearsoni), 
the Ceylon Bi.coloured Rat (Rattus ohiensis) and the Nillu Rat (Rattus 
montanus). The Ceylon Jungle Shrew (Suncus zeylanicus) and the Spiny 
Rat (Mus mayori) are also restricted to the Wet Zone, while many of 
the other species of endemics are more widely distributed. The Spiny 
a (Mus fernandoni) is the only endemic mammal absent from the Wet 
Onee 
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The following is a list of the endemic mammals of Sri Lanka- 


Order Insectivora 

Family Soricidae : 

1. Feroculus feroculus (Kelaart's Lon-clawed Shrew). Zone D3. 

2. Suncus zeylanicus (Gevicn Jungle Shrew). Zone D1 and probably D2. 

3. Crocidurg miya (Ceylon Long-tailed Shrew). Zones D2 & D3. 

4, Solisorex pearsoni (Pearson's Long-clawed Shrewt. Zones D2 & D3. 

as 

Order Chiroptera ha ug 

Hamiiy Pteropodidae o 

5. Rousettus seminudus (Ceylon Fruit-Bat). Zones D1 & D2, seasonally 
Zones A, B, & C,. 


Order Primates 

Family Cercopithecidae 

6. Trachypithecus vetulus (Purple-faced Leaf-Monkey). All Zones. 
7. Macaca sinica (Toque mankey) All Zones. 


Order Rodentia 

Family Muridae 7 

8. Mus fernandoni (Ceyion Spiny-Mouse). Zones A, B&C. 

9. Mus mayori (Spiny Rat). Zones Di, D2 & D3, 

10. Rattus ohiensis (Ceyion Bi-coloured Rat). Zones D2 & D3 <prmbanky 
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41. Rattus montanus (Nillu Rat). Zone D3 (probably also Zone Dg). 


Order Carnivora 
Family Viverridae 
12. Paradoxurus zeylonensis (Golden Palm Civet). Zones A, B, C, D1 & De. 





Order Insectivora 

Family Soricidae 

1. Feroculus feroculus (Kelaart&s Longeclawed Shrew). Endemic. Zone D3. 

2. Suncus murinus (Musk Shrew). 4 subspecies, 2 commensals of man, 2 
endemic. All Zones. 


23. Suncus zeylanicus (Ceylon Jungle Shrew). Endemic. Zone D1. 


4, Suncus etruscus (Ceylon Pigmy Shrew). Subspecies endemic. Probably 
all Zones, mainly D2 & D3. 
5. Crocidura miya (Ceylon Long-tailed Shrew). Bndemic. Zones D2 & D3. 
6. Crocidura horsfieldi (Horsfield's Shrew). Zones D1, D2 & D3. 
7 Solisorex pearsoni (Pearson's Long-clawed Shrew). Endemic. Zones D2 
D3 


Order Chiroptera 
Family Pteropodidae 
8. Pteropus giganteus (Common Flying-Fox/Giant Fruit-Bat). All Zones 
except D3. ve Evctemic . ee 
9. Rousettus seminudus (Ceylon Fruit-Bat).,All Zones except 1 aa es aren ig Ta 
10. Cynopterus sphinx (Short-nosed Fruit-Bat). 2 subspecies, (1 endemic. ) 
All Zones. BS \Oa; Cynopterus, brachyotes (muller, LEST) Ceglermn, 7 
Family Rhinolophidae 
11. sha gh ls luctus (Great Horse-shoe Bat). Subspecies endemic. Zones 
A, B, 1. 
12. Rhinolophus rouxi (Rufous Horse-shoe Bat). All Zones, rarely in D3. 
Family Hipposideridae 
13. Hipposideros jankadiva (Large Leaf-nosed Bat). Subspecies endemic. 
Zones A, B, C and D1 (mainiy D1). 
14. Hipposideros speoris (Schneider's Leaf-nosed Bat). All Zones except 
DSe 
15. Hipposideros galeritus (Deccan Leaf-nosed Bat). Zones A, B, C & D1. 


iin end gee a eae Orey , 1338S, 


aes 

16. Hipposideros bieoter (Bi-coloured Leaf-nosed Bat). Subspecies 
endemic. Zones A, B, C & D1 (mainly D1). 

Family Megadermatidae Subspecies endemic. 

5 Bn a aderma $ asma, (Ceylon False Vampire sede Zones A, B, C& ie 

18. Megaderma lyra ¢ ndian False Wampire Bat). Zones A, B, C & Dl (mainl 
oes 2 Dy ¥ 

Family Vespertiilionidae 

19. Pipistrellus mordax (Grizzled Pipistrelle). Zone D3. 

20. KRapistrellus ceylonicus (Kelaart's Pipistrelle). Subspecies endemic. 
Zones D2 & D3, rarely in D1, B & @. 

ety Eipistrellus coromandra (indian Pipistrelle). Zones A, B & C, rarely 
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22. Pipistrellus mimus (Indian Pigmy Bat). Zones C, D1 & D2. 

23. Hesperoptenus tickelli (Tickell's Bat). Zones A, B, C & D1. 

24. Scotophilus heathi (Common Yellow Bat). Zones B, C & D1. 

25. Scotophilus temmincki (Lesser Yellow Bat). Zones A, B&C. 

26. Myotis hasselti (Van Hassclt's Bat); Zones A & B. 

27. Murina cyclotis (Tube-nosed Bat). Subspecies endemic). Zones D1 & D2. 

28. Kerivoulg picta (Painted Bat). Zones B, C & D1. 

29. Kerivoula hardwickei (Malpas' Bat). Subspecies endemic. Zones D1 
& D2. 

30. Miniopterus schreibersi (Long-winged Bat). Zones C & D1. 

Family Smballonuridae 

31. Taphozous longimanus (Long-armed Sheath-tailed Bat). Zones B, C & D1. 

32. Taphozous melanopogon (Black-bearddd Sheath-tailed Bat). Zones B, 


C& Di. 
338 siegons saccolaimus (Pouch-bearing Sheath-tailed Bat). Zones A, 
B, C & Di. 


Family Molossidae 

34. Tgdarida aegyptiaca (Indian Wrinkled-lipped Bat). Zone D2. 

35. Tadarida plicatus (Ceylon Wrinkled-lipped Bat). Subspecies endemic. 
Zone Di & D2. 


Order Rrimates 

Family Lorisidae 

36. Loris tardigradus (Slender Loris}. 4 subspecies endemic. All Zones. 

Family Cercopithecidae (Presbyti>s entellus 

37. Semnopithecus priem (Grey Langur). Zones A, B&C, 
0 138s Trachypithecus vetulus (Purple-faced Leaf-Monkey). Endemic. 4 sub- 
Moses Species. All Zones. 

39. Macaca sinica (Toque Monkey). Endemic. 3 subspecies. All Zones. 


Order Pholidota 
Family Manidae 
40. Manis crassicaudata (Indian Pangolin{. Zones A, B, C& D1. 


Order Lagomorpha 
Family Leporidae 
41. Lepus nigricollis (Black-naped Hare). Subspecies endemic. All Zones. 


Order Rodentia 

Family Sgmx Sciuridae 

42. Petaurista petaurista (Grey Flying Squirrel). Subspecies endemic. 
Zones Di, D2 & D3, occationally Zone C,. 

43. Petimomys fuscocapillus (Ceylon Small Flying Squirrel). Subspecies 
endemic. Zones C, Di & D2; rare. 

44, Funambulus palmarum (Palm-Squirrel). 4 subspecies, endemic. All 
Zones. 

45. Funambulus layardi (Flame-striped Jungle-Squirrel). 3 subspecies, 
endemic. Zones C, Di, D2 & D3. 

46, Funambulus sublineatus (Dusky-striped Jungle-Squirrel). Subspecies 
endemic. Zones D1, D2, & D3. 

47. Ratufg macrourg (Giant Squirrel). 3 subspecies, 2 endemic. All Zones. 

Family Hystricidae 

48. Hystrix indica (Indian Porcupine). All Zones. 
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49, Taterg indica (Indian Gerbil). Subspecies endemic. Zones A, B, C 


and D1. 
50. Bandicota indica (Indian Bandicoot). All Zones, especially C, D1, D2 
and D3. 


51. Bandicota begalensis (Lesser Bandicoot). 2 subspecies, endemic. All 
Zones, rare in D3. 

52. Mus musculus (House Mouse). All Zones as a commensal of man. 

53. Mus cervicolor (Indian Field Mouse). Subspecies endemic. All Zones. 

54, Mus fernandoni (Ceylon Spiny Mouse). Endemic. Zones A, B & C. Only 
endemic mammal confined to the Dry Zone. 4 subsecier . 

55. Mus mayori (Spiny Ratkx/Coelomys). Endemic.,Zones # D1, D2 & D3. 

56. Rattus rattus (Black Rat/House Rat). 5 subspecies, 2 commensals of 
man, 1 commensal & wild, 2 endemic to Sri Lanka. All Zones. 

57. Rattus norvegicus (Brown Rat). Commensal of man. Coastal areas. 

58. Rattus blanfordj (White-tailed Rat). Zones B&C, 

59. Rattus ohiensis (Ceylon Bi-coloured Rat). Endemic. Zones D2 & D3. 

60. Rattus montanus (Nillu Rat). Bndemic. Zone D3, probably also D2. 

61. Golunda ellioti (Bush Rat). 2 subspecies, 1 endemic. ZMM&S¥ All 
Zones except Zone A; mostly D1, D2 & D3. 

62. Millardia meltada (Soft-furred Field Rat). Zones A, B and probably C. 

63. Vandeleuria oleracea (Long-tailed Tree Mouse). 2 subspecies, 1 
endemac., All Zones. 


Order Cetacea 

About 18 species of these purely marine mammals occur off Sri Lanka. 
The most common species are the Common Dolphin (Delphinus delphis) and 
the Bottle-nosed Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus}, especially around 
Trincomalee and Negombo, where they are commercially exploited for 
their flesh and skin. 


OrderCarnivora 

Family Mutelidae 

64, Lutra lutra (Common Otter). All Zones. 

Family Canidae 

65. Canis aureus (Jackal). Subspecies endemic. All Zones, especially 
A, B&C, 

Family Ursidae 

66. Melursus ursinus (Sloth Bear). Subspecies endemic. Zones A, B&C, 
rarely upto Zone D2. 

Family Viverridae 

67. Viverricula indica (Small Civet-Cat). Subspecies endemic. All Zones. 

68. Paradoxurus hermaphroditus (Common Palm Civet/Toddy-Cat). All Zones, 
often aS a commensal of man. 

69. Paradoxurus zeylonensis (Golden Palm Civet). Endemic. All Zones, 
except D3 (probably « especially Di & D2. 

70. Herpestes edwardsii (Geey Mongoose). Subspecies endemic. Zones A, 
B & Cy 

71. Herpestes fuscus (Brown Mongoose). 4 subspecies, endemic. All Zones. 

72. Herpestes smithii (Ruddy Mongoose). Subspecies endemic. Zones A, B 
C, Di & D2. 

9S. Herpestes vitticollis (Striped-necked Mongoose). All Zones (except 
probably A). 

Family Felidae 

74, Felis rubiginosa (Rusty-spotted Cat). Subspecies endemic. All Zones. 

75. Felis viverrina (Fishing Cat). All Zones (except probably A). 

76. Felis chaus (Jungle Cat). Zones A & B (mainly northern areas). 

77. Panthera pardus (Leopard). Formerly all Zones, now in National Parks 
and other remaining jungles and forested areas.only. 


Order Proboscidea 

Family Hlephantidae 

78. Blephas maximus (Indian Elephant). Subspecies endemic. Formerly all 
Zones, now in National Parks and forested areas mostly in Zones 
A and B. 
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Family Dugongidae 

79, Dugong dugong (Dugong). The only marine mammal other than the 
Cetacea, confined to the shallow waters between South India and 
Sri Lanka in this area. 


Oorder Perissodactyla (Eguus caballus) 
Family Equidae: Semi-wild, feral ponies occur in the Mannar area and 
Delft Island. 


Order Artidactyla 

Family Suidae 

80. Sus scrofa (Widd Boar). All Zones. 

Family Tragulidae 

81. Tragulus meminng (Indian Mouse-Deer). All Zones except D3. 
Family Cervidae 

82. Muntiacus muntjak (Indian Barking-Deer). All Zones. 


Cerw583. Axis axis (Spotted Deer). Subspecies endemic. Zones A, B&C. 
(arus84e Axis porcinus (Hog Deer). Coastal areas of Zone D1. 


85. Cervus unicolor (Sambhur). Subsnecies endemic. All Zones, now 
generally restricted to forested areas. 

Family Bovidae 

86. Bubalus bubalis (Water Buffalo). Truly wild populations localised 
in Zones A & B especially in National Parks. Feral herds elsewhere. 


Species showing variation within Sri Lanka: 

The following species of mammals which are found in more than one Zone 
in Sri Lanka are divided into two or more subspecies, their colour, 
size pr pelage varying with climate and altitude. In general, the 
subspecies which occur in the Wet Zone are darker than those in the 
bry Zone and the subspecies restricted to the higher altitudes (Zones 
D2 & D3) are more heavily built and have longer fur, in comparison with 
the lowland subspecies. Other species wnicn may similarly be widely 
distributed in Sri Lanka do not show such variation, perhaps in part 
due to greater mobility and hence greater gene flow. 
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2.Suncus mur Shrew) 

2. Cynopterus spninx (Short-nosed Fruit-Bat) 

3. Loris tardigradus (Slender Loris) 

4, Trachypithecus vetulus (Purple-~faced Leaf-Monkey). 
5. Macaca sinica (Toque ook. 

6. Funambulus palmarum (Palm Squirrel). 

7. Funambulus layardi (#lame-striped Jungle-Squirrel) 
8. Ratufa macrourg (Giant Squirrel) 

9. Bandicota bengalensis (Lesser Bandicooty. 

10. Rattus rattus (Slack Rat/House Rat). 
11. Golundg ellioti (Bush Rat). 
12. Vandeleuris oleracea (Long-tailed Tree Mouse). 
13. Herpestes fuscus (Brown Mongoose). 





The standard work on the mammal fauna of Sri Lanka is that of Phillips 
(1980-84). Other recent works which deal with the mammals of Sri Lanka 
comprehensively or give brief reviews wRxxk are those by BHisenberg & 
McKay (1970), Hill (1980) and McKay (1984). References to recent 
ecological studies are given by McKay (1984); considerable new data 


peep on rain forest mammals in Sri Lanka is available (March for Conservation, 
Fob, c/o University of Colombo) but has not yet been published. 
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